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Welcome to St. Joseph Catholic School. St. Joseph Catholic School is a Catholic 

community of students, teachers, parents and support staff working collaboratively to create a 

safe, caring, supportive, innovative and academically challenging environment for your 

child.  This community fosters individual spiritual growth and self-esteem while promoting 

respect, understanding and appreciation. Also, we like to have fun! 

One of the goals of our program is to prepare students for a successful and rewarding 

future by developing their Catholic faith in addition to their academic skills. As the Pastor of St. 

Joseph Catholic School, it is a great source of joy for me watching the children grow and 

watching faith blossom. They are little sponges that will soak up pretty much anything. I am 

blessed with an excellent principal and faculty. They have joined in the desire to instill faith and 

piety in their students. I have seen them rejoice over their students’ successes and fret over the 

failures and tragedies that befall their students. I love hearing the students engaged in worship of 

God. I love their earnest and trusting faith. 

You as parents are partners in this endeavor. I see some parents make great efforts to get 

their children to Sunday Mass, teach them the truth of faith, support the parish and school, and 

carry the rest of load of their very busy schedules. I admire your dedication.  

This said, the same institution that exalts my heart also crushes it. I am saddened by the 

significant number of students who do not attend Mass on the weekend. I grieve that this 

blossoming of faith, of these young bright faces started and taught in our school, can wander 

further and further away from faith because of a reduced commitment to our Catholic 

Community. 

I am aware that some parents work on weekends because of the nature of their jobs, some 

are trying to share two faith traditions with their children. I encourage all of us to teach our 

children that it necessary to give God the one hour of liturgical worship He asks for on Sundays. 

 The time we have for Mass built into the school schedule is not a replacement for the 

weekend Masses. Instead it is only the beginning to appreciate the mass when we can celebrate it 

anew as a family.   

Despite many commitments and the busyness of our lives, I know many parents who 

make the sacrifices to attend Mass and teach their children to do the same. I appreciate and laud 

their effort. I know it is not easy. I respect those who do this. I ask all of us to put the practice of 

our Catholic Faith before all other activities that we are engaged in. 

Furthermore, when we teach our children that making such sacrifices are important and 

not a burden, we appreciate more fully the effort and sacrifices that our parishes and 

parishioners, at St. Joseph-Olney, Holy Cross-Wendelin and St. Joseph-Stringtown, make for our 

school. Our Parishes are willing to give tremendous amounts of resources, energy, and time to 

make our school a reality. They do this as an investment in the future. Let us not squander or 

take for granted this investment of others. 

I take my duties as pastor seriously. I will challenge you, The Catholic Church is 

supposed to call people to holiness and excellence. I know the conventional wisdom is to soft 



peddle or say nothing at all. We don’t want people to get upset after all. We are supposed to be 

the Church of nice. I don’t want people to attend another church because the priest said 

something I don’t like or want to be told. I do worry when I see Catholics drift away from the 

church. All I want is for your children to be holy. I want you parents to be holy.  

Dear Parents: To you who make the sacrifices and make your way to Mass Sunday in and 

Sunday out, who show up to help despite your busy schedules, who volunteer…thank you. To 

my school parents who don’t do these things, challenge yourself to excellence, want your child’s 

faith and love for God and His church to grow as much as I do, …make the effort, the 

sacrifice…we’re right there with you! I will keep doing my part, I will insist that my school and 

other education programs do the same, but each parent needs to do theirs as well. 

Those who have had me as their pastor know it is not my nature to shrink away from a 

struggle or to ignore or sugar coat an issue. It is in my nature to call you to holiness and 

excellence and nothing less. I need partners in this…and you parents are just the partners in this I 

need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

FAMILY COVENANT 
 

 

A covenant differs from a legal contract in a number of fundamental ways. A covenant 

agreement is one that is made out of love.  It is a voluntary and mutual pledge to grow together 

in relationship.  A contract, on the other hand, is a binding legal obligation designed to protect 

the rights of one party from being neglected or infringed upon by another.  

A covenant, since it represents a loving relationship, has room to grow in generosity and 

mutual support.  A contract, by nature, is an end itself.  Nothing more is expected.  It defines the 

“bare minimum” of a relationship. 

This covenant represents our mutual commitment to supporting the Catholic education 

and the faith formation of your child(ren) during their time at St. Joseph Catholic School in 

Olney, Illinois 

I, Fr. Mark Stec am committed to provide a Catholic foundation for a life of prayer, 

knowledge and service to all people of our parish community, and to provide the most affordable 

Catholic education possible at St. Joseph Catholic School. 

 

In return, parents are asked to reciprocate with demonstrating your family’s consistent 

presence and participation in our parish by: 

 Knowing and living the tenants of the Catholic faith, including daily 

prayer 

 Support the continued Catholic Faith formation of your child 

 Regular attendance at Mass on Sundays and Holy days of Obligation, as 

evidenced by my actual presence at Mass and my recordable financial 

support to the parish 

 To model faith in action by volunteering in the parish on a regular basis 

 

I am willing to participate at _____Saturday Vigil Mass   ______Sunday Mass as: 

 

_____Lector 

 

_____Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion 

 

_____Cantor/Song Leader 

 

_____Usher 

 

_____Greeter 

 

_____Gift Bearer 

 

(please sign and return to the school office) 

 

 

Parent Signature_________________________________________________ 


